
In Reply, Please Refer to 
rUe No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL niMlEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Kansas City, Missouri 



March 19, 1965 




MA2TIN EORMANN 



DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY 
central I NTELL ISENCE A6ENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT I 0N3B2B 
NAZI WAR CR IMES D I SCLOSURE ACT 
date 2001 2006 



Mrs. J. Williaa Townsond, 1417 Clay, Topeka, 
Kansas, advised an aKont oi the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation on March 8, 1965, that she recently road 
an article in the March, 1965, issue of ’’Reader’s Digest” 
concerning Martin Bormann. 




tjho related that after reding the article and 
observing the photograph printed with tlie articlg,,^''dh 0 
believed a rosldout of Topeka, naa»d Valter Sprenks, 
might bo identical with Bonaaan. 



Mrs. Townsond stated that she fonaorly employed 
Sprenks' wife, Anna Sprenks, now deceased, ^ a cleaning 
She recalled on one occasion, Anna Sprenks 
mentioned that her husband was not sleeping well at night, 
and when Mrs, Townsend inquired as to the cause, Anna 
Sprenks told her that Valter Sprenks had been a high 
ranking officer in the Army during World War II prior 
to their icualgration to the United States, amd he was 
afraid that someone might still bo looking for him, 

Anna Sprenks also related that Valtor Sprenks' fear of 
this became so groat that he began to sit up all night 
long with a shotgun. 



According to Mrs. Townsend the Sprenks 
immigrated to the United States from Latvia in about 
1951 or 1952. They have one child, a son named Bruno. 

Mrs. Townsend described Valter Sprenks as a 
white male, ago GO to 65 years, 5’S” tall, weighing 
tqipruximately 160 pounds, with gray hair, balding, and 
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broma oyom, Bjjs «l£e AnaA, she s.sld» died spiiMroxlaMitely 
oae yesr ago. dhe noted tbsy reside at 1181 Garfield 
in T^eka.) Sattsas. 

After aeelrtg the pb«tesra|>h la the "Seeder's 
Digest" and recalling the aforwentiooed iafoanutiau and 
incidents related Anna S^rcnka, she thotsght the 
peesibility of dpreahs bciisg identical with Borwann 
existed, ttrs. Toensend r*elated that ttie i>hotogng>h 
appearing In the"aeader'a Digest" actaally r ee eabl e d 
Spreaka* son Bruno than it did Sprudca hiaaelf. 
Brtmo, she said, ia now at le«3t twenty years old and 
she thought that due to the ag£> of the photograph 
appearing In the aagaaluo and the present ago of Bruno 
dprenks, this further aroused her interest. 

She said she old not recall any scars or 
other identifying narhs piidLch ^^urenks Al^t hare, and 
related it has been at least a year since she last saw 
his. 

According to the T<^ka City Directory, Valter 
Sprenks is ^aployed as a laborer at the Top<^a Foundry 
and Iron Works, Topeka, Kansas. 

The records of tl^e U. S. District Court Clerk 
for the District of Kansas reflect the following infor- 
Burticm regazding apronia: 

Valter i^reoks and his wife Anna currently 
residing 1181 Garfield, Topeka, Kansas, filed a petition 
for naturalization, uusbered 1000 and dated October 8, 
1957. This petitl<m reflects that Valter ^^prenks 
arriwed in the United States on board the D8BS General 
lieBae at Bev Orleans, Itoulslana, on Jamiary 23, 1951. 
Sprenks was bom August 10, 1904, in N. Hougorod, Bussia, 
and is described as a white sale, fair cooplexioo, green 
eyes, gray hair, 5*8" tall, 164 pounds, race Latvian, 
occupation machinist. His wife Anna ^prenks was bom 
hay 3l, 1901, in Smstlplla, Latvia, and she is de- 
scribed as a white female, fair coaplaxiosii, blue eyes, 
brown hair, 5*3" tall, 132 pounds.- Their petlti<m 





I 

. ! 

t . ' 

I ■ ' 

! ■ ' ■ 

I ' KABTZS BOBIOS 

' z«fl«et8 tboy h« 7 e one child zunsd Bnmo M. agacmika, 

iriio MS born Jnae 20« 19£8( st Oesls* LstTl&» TSm 
j(olloelag Isdividoals are Hated as vltaesaes on tbs 
j ; petition: 

Villard Grease • 1205 fialTane/Tv^peJca, Kotsaa* 

bocvg^ation aocoentant; 

J. A. Colaay* 1212 West Dodley, Ti^eka, Kansas. 

•Ota alien registration nmaber llated.lS as 
foHovs: A7-853-587. 




